ON THE STATUS OF THE GRAY SHRIKE, COLLECTED BY CAPl. 

BLAKISTON, IN YEZO, JAPAN. 

BY 

Lkonitari) Stfjneokr. 

A rocoiit pnpor l)y Mr. II. K, J)rosscr (Kcinnrks on L<inins (wvvltitor 
5111(1 its Alliosc^ Ibis, I8UU, pp. ‘>71-, ‘180), und ('sj^criiilly liis i(‘ni;irks on 
]). .‘>78, on :i (‘(‘ilnin s|)(‘riiii(‘ii ol\i;’r;iy sliriko froin tin* isbind ol‘ Aslcold, 
nojir Vladivostok, in kkis((‘rn SilMnd 5 iJ(*d iinHo r(‘(A'jiiniii(‘ 11i(^ only ,bip 
;in(‘se s]K_Hnm(‘n (nor taken, viz, Ij. >S. National iMns(Miin, No. 001. ’>li, 
(IJlakist., No. 1007, 9 ; J\loliitz(‘, Y(*zo, lAIjircdi 0, 187.'1). 01ic two local 
ities iire nojirly niidca' tln^ sjiinc kilitudr; (4.*)*^ and 12'^ N.), jiiid jilinost 
lacing eji(‘li other jna’oss tli(‘ flji])5ines(‘. Sea. 

J\lr. I)r(‘sser d(‘S(a‘ib(‘s tli(‘ Askold speeiinen ^^as Imvin^’ no trac(‘ of 
vennicadatioiis on tli(3 under pjirts, nor any tr 5 i(‘(‘ ol' brown in tli(‘ 
pliiiini‘»e, blit it has a single alar b.ar, and Inis t li(‘> riinii) iiiid npp(‘r 
t ail-cov(‘r( s ])iir(^ wliite,’^ and li(‘ (‘oiisicba s it ^‘extrianely j)iizzliii<»*,” b<‘ 
(ainse, as lie sjiys, ^h*n all tlie lar^’e series wliicdi I have exaiiiiii(*(l this 
is tlie only si)(‘(*iiii(‘n I liave met with laekin.i:^ tlie veriiiicailatioiis on 
tlie iinderiiarts and all traee of tlie brown tin<;'e in tli(3 ])limia^(‘.’’ 
llow(‘V(‘r, it is ]dain 1‘roin Ids snbsepiient ar^annent and tVoiii tin* way 
he (|uot(*s ]\Ir. l$o<'’(hinow in r(‘g*ard to the Aincricran /a homdis, thni 1k‘ 
belieV'(‘s th(‘ hitter to be mon^ or less brownish, even the; I'nlly jidiilt. 
It is evid(‘iit, them, Unit he is not acipniinted with tlie adult /y. homiHsj 
which is (jiiite as jmre ^’niy as /y. excnbilor^ and it* i\lr. I)r(‘ss(*r in jill 
t he lari»’e seri(‘s In^ Inis exjiiiiined has not seem jin Jidnlt /y. />erm//,s‘, oik 3 
might lie tenijited to beli(‘\o tlnit he has not ni(‘t with the adult 
/y. majitr {At(ctorum ucc Wilkes), or L. sihtriais^ as it is ]>r(dei;ible to 
cjill it, excejit the Askold specimen. 

The Jaiianese specimen above alluded to agims in every ])articiihir 
with I )resser’s descrijition of the Askold biid. But, on theotlicr hand, 
itidso agrees most minntedy (except outer taildeather, which is whiter, a 
chanicter of no vmlne in tlnxse Inrds) with a sj)eeim(‘ii from Russia (U. 
S. Nat. JMiis. No. 085o0). Now, Dnxsser considers the hhiroiaain s])(‘ci- 
meiis unworthy of even siibspecitic rank (tom. cit., ]>. 275), but, if so, 
he ought to (tjill the Askold and the Yezo birds /y. exruhifor ]>nre Jiiid 
simple. I do not think he will do so; but then the Jtnssiaii and 
the Askold-Yezo birds ar<‘ most assuredly identicjil Jind indistiiiguisle 
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able, even by n si)litter of so liorrible a reputation as myself. Wliat are 
we to tlo in this dilemma ? 

Someone anxious to lump” mif^lit take tlie horn of considering’ it now 
demonstrated that as (1) the lOuropean si)e(‘imeiis vdth a single alai’ 
speculum have be(‘u proven” to be nothing but L. e.rrnhitor, and (L!) 
the eastern Asiati<i birds are indistinguishabh‘ from tlu'sc*, the so-(*alh <1 
L. sihirints is also ^‘provcuT’ to l>e !j. exvuhiior i>ure and simph‘; fur- 
thermore, as (o) it has also be(‘u ^^i)roven^’ that L. iorcuUs is not (‘ven 
subsi>eeilieal]y distinct from L. sihii-ints (Di esstn*, loc. (*it., ]>. P>Th), it fol- 
lows that ev<m the North American biid must stand as c.rc///>/7er. 
There' seems to be some logic* in this, yet J dembt if anyone will behold 
enough to draw the eous(*({nenc('S. 

The other horn is this: Tin* Anuu’iean adult bird (L, horraJifi), and I 
wish it uud(*rsrood that I s])oak of the adult birds alom*, as I do not 
think it ])ossible to sc])arate all tin* young birds, is always* distin- 
guished by having the under side cross vermieulated, and has always 
a single wing speculum j Zv. sihiricNs also has a single wing spc'ciilum, 
but the fully adult bird is ]mre white undcrm*ath; L. (\r(‘uhltin\ nn- 
mix(‘d, has a double* wing sjieculnm. 1j, borealis is sti ic tly confim*d to 
Noi’th Anu'rica; L, slhiriens occurs frenn the* Ja])aiiese Sea all thremgh 
noitlH'rn Silu'iia and northe'ru IHissia to Norwc'gian hJnmark; L. 
e.reubitor^ nnmixed, is contineMl to central and southeastern Kurope 
(bioadly si)e*aking). The boundari(*s of the* two latter forms do now 
me*et, or in certain plae-es e*ven overlap, interln eeding and conseepumt 
int(‘rmediate sp(*cinu*ns l)eiug the result,* but 1 have reason to believe 
tliat this nu'eting of the two species, iu some place's, at lemst, is of e'om- 
]>arative*ly re*ee*iit elate*. 

The very gieat uniformity whie*h L. sibiriens she)ws e>ve*i* sm*h an 
e*norme>us are*a, from the Pae*ifie*. te> the Atlantie^oce'ans, as e*videne*ed by 
the si)ecime‘iis re*fenvel te> abejve, speaks in fave)i* of its stability ami its 
distiiietne'ss. Aiiel this iie)int aleme*, if the*re we*re lU) e)thers, is sufli- 
e*ient te> iuelue e* me to sele*e*t the latter horn e>f the dileimna. Whether 
this view of the* e ase is the Irue erne* I think is be*ye)iiel anyboely’s ]xtwe‘r 
te> say Ibi’ the* iwe'se'iit, tor 1 elo not be'lieve* that the*reis eiiemgh materi.d 
in any e)ne* muse*um eu* e*ity to elee*iele, anel 1 e*ven eh)ubt that all the 
spee*i]nens in SI. re‘te*rsburg, Loiielon, and AVashiugtem te> elay, if hre)ught 
te>ge*ther, we)iilel se*ttle* theMpie'st ie>n be*ye>nel elispute. 

in the* me*an time* 1 think it ])e*rlee*tly salete> e*all the* spea i • Vn:n 
Askolel anel frenn Ve*/e> /auuhs sibirirus (\){)^i\[uuwx), 

“ Always” in the sense whieli not ineelmle ]K)ssible oxce])tiuns Jiio to huU- 
viiliml variation. 



